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(i)
"(=)

3u-fAFw (3) #, @ (2.), (F) 377 (V) & v W2 AAforfea @ e & STor, o790 -

ST Feses-

(i) TEITE § ITE(AT TOT a9 7 Iq AT T ST AL 77 TN aq Tt (T
srferpTl it ATeram) srfafaam, 2006 (2007 FT 2) % IUl & ATE a7 ATHA
T AIAAT & 3T Ieg (Afga e it wferar T Fm;

(i)  STTadd F YA qAqT 541, AT Fgl AUTerd g, & TH o9 9T UHT a9 I H %
FAIAAA TAT AT ST GERTwF I, AT F15 &, F F&=qra | S0q a7 a7

I ST TEE AN ¥ SATTEHRE T@ ATAT TAF TTH 97 F FgHIT TT0q HAT,
E 158

(i) =& Faer & oo (AUt w7 a7 G2 F ST d HAT,

(@) @z (3.) ¥ e dqof s, seam & atafas % T dgifas =7 & aqare 9= 0 o 2g
= et § faa aamaty F seee, e Ferres g T it ST,

(B) AT HLEAF TEATT F AEITHE AL UF AGGTAAT 0l SATH FH, ATATAd 0l S Aot J&=qriad a
Jf T SAFA 40 ZHFAT I ATAF Zr ¥ T § T ¥ AHeqor 071, 37 oy FRremrivent = v
TEATH ATS ATEFRTLT T SRTOT ;"

(ii) 39-F=+ (4) & Te=Ta, Mot I9-Fae sea:eamioa B SITo, e

"(5)(F) = =T # T aTq F Fra gy o, "eferd e, dferd el F ariiRetash-Hadt S,

(=)

(%)

ATIATT T FIZE TAT 10 TTTAqT T AFTF aAT=RGd 51 qTEL F G soAloh] | JeAT
#T Fere U o1 GfESIl &1 @0 #3359 qAT 95 9% J949T q0 & d\H0r & o =

srferfaae o AT ST HTET IToq FXF FT T | TATFRGT ATHEHT g7 o =, ST
FT FAAT FIT THIAT AA AT A a9 *afq R F JGq T 99 & &9 § UTF q-
HafTq A= qi2d Teqa BT o e @ R ST arer satd i ST, TlE -
TS TS TAT TAL0 2 TART T ST AT TS ST WO 61 srareerfa Suafda i 12 &r;
SY TH ST FT T THIIT T (o TEATH TS ST o0l TATod STAEAT3A I T HAT &
Tree ATIFHTT G (F) F T T=qTT IToq T AT U2 37 IHHT AZ THATYT BT T 9 3% 9-
I A ST THIT 95 3F FH A g, TEATd w TEE Td g & & QA0 & ey
TN A ST T Ao,

TfT Free Afewrt a8 9rar g T -H6afsa At staar THr 9F S w6 § qgl g dl 98

TEATE T T QAT % SIET TATFAT ATHHI HT ATIH ATl ST T T2 Aferahrey gy foram
AT FHT TAT TITFAT ATTHAT FIT J-HI T FIFAS S THTT T Tl A T&T F | fordr

T THT ¥ orr wieey & Ry o west & forw At iy strosfy;

UH TEATET &, ST U F | f&q % ffaw, dffow &7 F Aoee #79 gg yawriT aq
SATEHTLY, TATFAT SATHRLI FIT TEQT (hT T J-FHETTT AT 3T THTTIS I STIETHTOT
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FAT ST I FATRIATY T AR AT ) ToT TIMHA, AT FATRITY 15T TCHTL AIAT 9
TS &5 VAT FIT AT ATty S Areer stferawrdy it ufxp & = &7 7 g1, 1 s9fua
FE;

J-HEIHT AT Sl THIIS 60 S % TG 3T UHT i = ST A aeq® GHaAT 70,
FIA & T9ATT UH AHAT & ATaA =7 § e gq 721 Fafq 57 99 a1 99 a7 &7
A, IT TATATT TTT ALFRTY ST € ST & a8 g7 fAferaa wferga stfaramy,
ST Aree AfeeRTy i dftw & S v T g, [yt odt &1 @ w21 F aerefiw wh et F

TEAV HT SATAT &, IT TARNT I ATIHET F TEATE ITd 2 % Too g o & Hae 39
FEATHE FT T ST ITHT TGAAT 30T I fad % fqe gafaq wanig st =i
ST SATHAHTIT T G HL &,

(6) (F) == e 7 sreafas fft a1a & gra gu ofY, geat it Fers fhu fomr @@=t 1 q@eqor #37 %

(@)

()

T sii wwfera &= & qTeT F @A satd, qferd Al & e fadh-gadt S, At
T FRISE AT AT TAqT T FF FA9207 § T2 TSh1 A7 el w1 =A707 e & forg
st % AT STHET I Y=ara| IR a9 qaeq gIT THRI9a 9IEd hl adieaed

-t RATE F A Free ATAFET A7 SULT To=ar, A0 g2 Fit HHT, TIF 92 g
T2 % TfF 9T T & TN | AT ATl HShl 3fT &l Hl ST Fed gC J-HarHd
AT 3T T6 A9 T TH0T9 36 7 Seara ITAFa SAUeATsh il @I F3aT g, Teqa har
STTUAT,

A=A ATTHNT T (F) % AT TEATT AToq FLA AT ST g AT gl 9 I 3 -
Tfda g $fe yqTorT S W W 8, TEara & 9T g % & fad Y aafy F offaw
T a1 STERTET T AT,

7% Tree Aty I8 aTaT § & -H=iSa A 41 oo S w9 § 980 ¢ af 98 o6
e &1 &9 o F7 qafer & fiaw T ATTHr A aTI" AT T ST AT AT
FIT AT T I THATATE S TATFAT STTHFHTOT T T T&ATT AT [T 2 i qegrafer

T foreft areft st & forw /gl Rmr s,

TN 3 ATEHTLT, ST SATHHOT FIRT Toqd J-Haisd A= ST A= THTor
FT ST -HETT A ST TH-97 &7 9 F e G i sty F fiaw By e
STTErRTY T SIS T,

dT (F) % 9 qrea AfFFT g area g&=qTe w29 FEEt F Faw 6 i A 7 % s
fAaw (3) =T 37 faw 4 F @2 (1) ¥ @< () § 7T Iuataq AfF i s@mfa & o i
TEERA AT SITUAT;

w74 -

(1)

37 79w 2 § @ (@) & w9 9 Aot @ @ ST, e
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"I TEqTE | UF AT AT F ATAF a7 7 AAAT Tg FT AAHL0T Feqdtrd gl al =T wATA,
FATRATT TS TLHTT ATAT T AT &5 T F Gft sraq qof seaqra it srie F daree fag &
T, STaafdd S ST ATelt JEarad aq qiH 7 FLTeor FO S e e R T3 w3

UTe] a9 S § @Sl # @ w3 gq ATAHIw F el s i s w2 9
TEATAl % A |, 80T FATad g 0@ e e at staferd g e dEat, 9t & et

g fes it gaTs o A9t UH a9a7 I2eaT aq SUerd a= s 7 & UF |1 gFeq? § i an'”;

(i)  SU-F=w (4) 7 @< () F TE Aot @ w@r ST, o9t -

"(w1) TfT TEATE H U HY THEAT F AT a4 I ST TG HT AR SAeqaterd g qr T, qT 37T
AT TRadd HATAT T ATEd QO AT Al AT 6 I9 (4F & Siae gaidd & i &
AL FA % g Taafad it S vt yearad a=q 7 w1 [ w2 i ey f&F % Jfia

TTLIT, AT ST TAATT TEdT AT i e Teqq He:

UTe] a9 S § @fEst # e w3 gq AfAHIw F el s f aier w2 9
TEATEL % AT |, 80T FAad g0 0@ e e Tt stiferd SR ST i, A 6 (i
e fgg Y gare o ot UF awaw STt §q aafera a= sifw 7 & s |7 gFea< & srfaw 81"

g A2 A T wHtEr, a9 ST Seary aiadad AT F &0 ey & e [ F o
ST AT FHAAT & TAT &A1 FATAT F TATEAL, T ST TAGTE TRAdGH FATd H7 &9 FAreror e
eI 0 § N a7 T G0, ST FEATAT g7 G Q0 w7 § o0 10 8697  afaiemq, @@
fo & oy w8t 2

(@) w8 & 3u-fA=w (1) -
() @@= (®)F v uw, Mo g =@ Srosm, s -

"(B) AT a9 GTEF g AT ¢ o AquTad e a9 arad qut g df dg a9 6 & 39-HaH (3) F
3I7-gT (F) ¥ e S woeer T yrea 3= sfeswt 1 qrar a1 qur [ g9 6w
TAF AT AT T AT FT THRAT T g gaeft R & gy e R garfir a9
ey & 9T B F dwg o i srater o e Areer srfaerrt #r s e

T IS a9 §YAF Ag UTAT g [ AT ROE qul 9gi g 9r dg aq TAniT
AT | AT T 6T dag & 67 sm@Ete & ffae ST At or sie a9 gantT
SATErRTLY T ST FXArE H FHT srora w6 A § aar';

(i) @<= (1) F va= w2, M=ot @ @ s, st -

") AR AT ATIFRET T 9TqT ¢ T AT a1E Tl arad 7 § 7 ag VT are ad 9eeqsh

T I AT Ung T fF saty F ofiqy, garfRafa os7 o auEr 899 sy o
TITTH T ST T

TRl FATRATT 5T AT SAAaT 69 TSF A YTE AU A |/ gt
TN, A7 ST TAATY TRETT HATAT FT T o forT Freer Tt &7 ITfarha F:
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(iif)

e Ig oY oft fF At Jrew afgwrd ag umar g & aqures R et § 91 ag
SAITFAT ATHHLUT, qT LT T TANT A ATAFRT T I are § FH1 47 Fioai
* A H a9 §YEF F 3T W1 & vgg & it sty % fae giea wam

T (T) F T 9 AeAfated @< w@r ST, srid -

"(z) =TT qETERl, a9 ST oAy TREad ®Arerd AT i wrate, ety ag urar g &

FUTe RO 2 TR | qOT € 9T 9g = AfAAaw F 7w Sifoaw e Y= #3 $w
U FHIGT & J1¢ § JATRATT TST qLRI AT §F ST &7 TAqTHA A dqarad are i
STTH o &9 fae 7 srafer & fiaw gi=ra w

T Ife FATRA 9T, a9 37 Faary Tadd §aed a7 &30 FEaaT 78
araT & T AT RuiE oot g 7 a8 AquTed ROre § FHI AT FHAT F ai F TR
T[S LRI AT HF TS & TIATHA, ASA ATARIE AT STATFAT SATHHLIT Al FTAITAT (LTS
&t T % i faT i sty & faw giea Fam "

[T, &. 11-43/2013-TFHY (@72)]

T FHT THeel, a7 AILre® (a7 HLe)

feoqur - g7 Raw 9T & TS, F9eT, 9 11, '@ve 3, 3u-gve (i) # ArFLA. 23(3), anE
10 ST=&<T, 2003 FTT WHTHEa fohT 0 O S qeqe=ra arar.f=. 94(3), I 03 ®wast, 2004;
ar.F1.A. 107(31), 9t 09 wwady, 2004; ar.#1.4. 185(31), ardi@ 14 97+, 2014 i< T.F1.M.
713(31), arrE 10 Fa%a<, 2014 T Ferrtera & 17 o)

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FORESTSAND CLIMATE CHANGE
(Forest Conservation Division)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 6th March, 2017
G.S.R. 200(E).—In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section 4 of the Forest

(Conservation) Act, 1980 (69 of 1980), the Central Government hereby makes the following rules further to amend the
Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2003, namely: -

1.

(1) Theserulesmay be called the Forest (Conservation) Amendment Rules, 2016.
(2) They shall comeinto forceon the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.
In the Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2003, -

(@) Inrule2, after clause (ca), the following clause shall be inserted, namely: -

‘(caa) "District Collector” means an officer appointed by the State Government or the Union territory
Administration, as the case may be, under the designation of District Collector or Deputy Commissioner or any
such similar designation, to hold charge of the administration of the revenue district having jurisdiction over the
forest land for which the approval of the Central Government under the Act isrequired.’;

(b) inrules, -
(i) in sub-rule (3), for clauses (e), (f) and (g), the following clauses shall respectively be substituted, namely:-
"(e) the District Collector shall-
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0) compl ete the process of recognition and vesting of forest rights in accordance with the provisions of the
Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (2 of 2007)
for the entire forest land indicated in the proposal;

(i)  obtain consent of each Gram Sabha having jurisdiction over the whole or a part of the forest land
indicated in the proposal for the diversion of such forest land and compensatory and ameliorative measures, if
any, having understood the purposes and details of diversion, wherever required; and

(iii)  forward hisfindingsin this regard to the Conservator of Forests;

the entire process referred to in clause (€) shall be completed by the District Collector within the time period
stipulated in these rules for grant of in-principle approval under the Act to the proposal;

the Conservator of Forests shall examine the factual details and feasibility of the proposal, carry out site-
inspection in case the area of forest land proposed to be diverted is more than forty hectares, and forward the
proposa along with his recommendations to the Nodal Officer;" ;

(ii) after sub-rule (4), the following sub-rules shall beinserted, namely:-

"(5)

(6)

@ notwithstanding anything contained in these rules, the proposal to obtain approva under the Act to
undertake prospecting of minerals without felling of trees and construction of new road or path in
mining blocks falling outside the protected areas, eco-sensitive zone of protected areas, identified tiger
corridors and having no forest cover of more than ten percent crown density as per the latest India State
of Forest Report published by the Forest Survey of India, shall be submitted by the User Agency in a
letter form along with a georeferenced map indicating boundary of the prospecting block, location of
each bore-hole site and roads or paths to be used for prospecting; and a certificate to the effect that the
proposal meets the afore-mentioned requirements to the Nodal Officer;

(b) the Nodal Officer, after having received the proposal under clause (&) and on being satisfied that the geo-
referenced map and the certificate are in order, shall send the proposal to the Divisional Forest Officer
within aperiod of ten days of the receipt of the proposal;

(© if the Nodal Officer, finds that the geo-referenced map or the certificate are not in order, he shall return
the proposa within a period of ten days to the User Agency and the said period taken by the Nodal
Officer and the time taken by the User Agency to re-submit the geo-referenced map and the certificate
shall not be counted for any future reference;

(d) the Divisional Forest Officer shall authenticate the geo-referenced map and certificate submitted by the
User Agency and forward the same directly to the State Government or Union territory Administration,
as the case may be, or an officer not below the rank of the Noda Officer, authorized by the State
Government or Union territory Administration, as the case may be, to finaly dispose of such proposals,
within thirty days of itsreceipt;

(e the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case may be, or the officer not
below the rank of the Nodal Officer, duly authorised by the State Government or the Union territory
Administration, as the case may be, to finally dispose of such proposas, after examination of the geo-
referenced map and certificate and after such further enquiry as it may consider necessary, grant
permission for prospecting of minerals subject to fulfillment of stipulated conditions, or reject the same
within twenty-five days of receipt of the proposa from the Divisional Forest Officer and communicate
the same to the concerned Divisional Forest Officer and the User Agency, within next five days;

@ notwithstanding anything contained in these rules, proposal to obtain approval under the Act to
undertake prospecting of minerals without felling of trees and construction of new road or path in
mining blocks falling outside the protected areas, eco-sensitive zone of protected areas, identified tiger
corridors and having no forest cover of more than forty percent crown density as per the latest India
State of Forest Report published by the Forest Survey of India, shall also be submitted in aletter form
along with a geo-referenced map indicating boundary of the prospecting block, location of each bore-
hole site and roads or paths to be used for prospecting; and a certificate to the effect that the proposal
meets the af ore-mentioned requirements to the Nodal Officer;

(b) the Nodal Officer, after having received the proposal under clause (a) and on being satisfied that the
geo-referenced map and the certificate are in order, shall send the proposal to the Divisional Forest
Officer within aperiod of ten days of the receipt of the proposal;

(© if the Nodal Officer, finds that the geo-referenced map or the certificate are not in order, he shall
return the proposal to the User Agency within a period of ten days and the said period taken by the
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(c)

(i)

(d)
(i)

(ii)

Noda Officer and the time taken by the User Agency to re-submit the proposal shall not be counted
for any future reference;

(d) the Divisional Forest Officer shall authenticate the geo-referenced map and certificate submitted by
the User Agency and forward the same directly to the Nodal officer, within a period of thirty days of
receipt of the geo-referenced map and the certificate;

(e the proposal received by the Nodal Officer under clause (d) shall be further processed in the manner
and within the period as provided in clause (i) to clause (m) of sub-rule (3) and sub-rule (4) of rule 6
and rule 7 of theserules." ;

Inrule7 -

(h) in sub-rule (2), for clause (b), the following clause shall be substituted, namely:

"In case a proposal involves forest land more than one hundred hectares or renewa of lease, Regional Office
shall within forty-five days of the receipt of the proposal completein al respects from the State Government or
the Union territory Administration, as the case may be, inspect the forest land proposed to be diverted and
prepare a site inspection report:

Provided that in case of the proposals seeking approva under the Act for prospecting of minerals in
forest land, prior site inspection by the Regional Office shall be required only if the area of forest land required
for construction of roads, paths, drilling of bore holes and all such non-forest purpose is more than one hundred
hectares." ;

in sub-rule (4), for clause (c), the following clause shall be substituted, namely :-

"(c) in casethe proposal involves forest land more than one hundred hectares or renewal of lease, the Ministry
of Environment, Forests and Climate Change shall within ten days of the receipt of a proposal complete in al
respects, request the concerned Regional Office to inspect the forest land proposed to be diverted and submit a
report to the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change within a period of forty-five days:

Provided that in case of the proposals seeking approva under the Act for prospecting of mineralsin
forest land, prior site inspection by the Regiona Office shall be required only if the area of forest land actualy
required for construction of roads, paths, drilling of bore holes and al such non-forest purpose is more than one
hundred hectares:

Provided further that the total time taken in communication of the request for site ingpection from the
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change to Regiona Office and communication of the site
inspection report from the Regional Office to the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change shall
not be more than ten days, over and above the time taken in undertaking site inspection by the Regional
Office." ;

inrule8, in sub-rule (1), -
for clause (g), the following clause shall be substituted, namely:-

"(9) in case the Conservator of Forests finds that the compliance report is complete in all respect, he shall
forward such report along with the report on completion of the process of recognition and vesting of
forest rights and consent of the each Gram Sabha received from the District Collector referred to in
sub-clause (f) of sub-rule (3) of rule 6, to the Nodal Officer within a period of fifteen days of its receipt
from the Divisional Forest Officer:

Provided that in case the Conservator of Forests finds that the compliance report is
incomplete, he shall communicate the shortcoming or shortcomings in the compliance report to the
User Agency and the Divisional Forest Officer within a period of fifteen days of its receipt from the
Divisiona Forest Officer" ;

for clause (i), the following clause shall be substituted, namely:-

“(i)  incasethe Noda Officer finds that the compliance report is complete in all respect, he shall forward such

report to the State Government or Union territory Administration, as the case may be, within a period of
fifteen days of its receipt from the Conservator of Forests:

Provided that the State Government or the Union Territory Administration, as the case may be, may
authorize the Noda Officer to send the compliance report directly to the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change or the Regional Office, asthe case may be;



8 THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PART II—SEC. 3(i)]

Provided further that in case the Nodal Officer finds that the compliance report isincomplete, he shall
communicate the shortcoming or shortcomings in the compliance report to the User Agency, the
Conservator of Forests and the Divisiona Forest Officer within a period of fifteen days of its receipt
from the Conservator of Forests:" ;

(iii) for clause (m), the following clause shall be substituted, namely:-

"(m)  incasethe Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change or the Regional Office, as the case may
be, finds that the compliance report is complete in all respect, it shall accord the final approva under the
Act and communicate such approval to the State Government or the Union Territory Administration, as
the case may be, within a period of twenty days of the receipt of the compliance report :

Provided that in case the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change or the
Regional Office, as the case may be, finds that the compliance report is incomplete, the shortcoming or
shortcomings in the compliance report shall be communicated to the State Government or the Union
territory Administration, as the case may be, the Nodal Officer and the User Agency, within a period of
twenty days of the receipt of the compliance report.”

[F. No. 11-43/2013-FC (Val.)]
DEEPAK KUMAR SINHA, Inspector General of Forests (Forest Conservation)

Note :(— The Principal rules were published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part I, Section 3, Sub-section (i),
vide number G.S.R. 23(E), dated the 10" January, 2003 and subsequently amended vide G.S.R. 94(E), dated the 3
February, 2004; vide G.S.R. 107(E), dated the 9" February, 2004; vide G.S.R. 185(E), dated the 14" March, 2014 and
vide G.S.R. 713(E), dated the 10™ November, 2014.
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